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Being blessed with the opportunity to intern at Augustine Institute Studios has been an 

enriching experience that has impacted multiple facets of my life. I have had the opportunity to 
work with a team of energetic and skilled filmmakers, to lend my talents to projects that provide 
education and evangelization to wide audiences, and to further my abilities in an encouraging 
environment that provided actionable and constructive criticism. Through my internship at 
Augustine Institute Studios I have advanced my filmmaking skills, worked on purposeful 
content, and been immersed into a wonderful community. 

When I applied for this internship I was very excited by the idea that I would be actively 
involved in creating and polishing content, rather than doing office work that would have no 
impact on my skill level. Here, I’ve been able to lend a hand to multiple projects that have taught 
me new things and stretched my abilities. Through Lectio and the distance education content I 
learned to let my edits breathe more. The long-format multicam content is not suited to quick 
cuts, and instead needs to flow in a way that doesn’t distract a viewer who is actively trying to 
learn from what the professor is conveying. In school I had begun to work on unlearning the 
fast-paced editing that I’d been conditioned to as a teenager working on local advertisements, but 
hadn’t gotten the chance to practice it outside of conventional narrative filmmaking, or with 
long-format content. Through Curriculum I learned that you shouldn’t just consider your 
audience when you finish your first rough cut, but in every single decision you make. When 
working in this series I was constantly thinking of the kindergarteners and how they would 
interpret my shot selections, the juxtaposition of shots, and the pacing of each video. 
Additionally, I was constantly making sure that each shot was explicit in meaning and wouldn’t 
be confusing for a young child just beginning to learn and grow in their Catholic faith. Lastly 
through SEEK I learned that it’s easy to work hard when I have a deep belief in what I’m 
contributing to. This leads me to my next point. 

Film with meaning, and that will impact the audience not just minutes or hours after they 
watch it but days or hopefully even years provides me with a kind of motivation that other 
projects I’ve worked on, even some that I’ve really enjoyed, have not. Connecting my passion 
for film, and especially for post-production, to my faith was something I was most looking 
forward to when I got the call saying I’d been chosen for this position and it ended up being even 
more impactful than I could have ever dreamed. Having a motivation not just from the happiness 
I feel working in film, but also from my desire to share my religion in a meaningful way and 
evangelize through my own talents and interests was amazing for my work ethic and provided 
me with an extra drive during the more stressful or trying times such as when I was trying to 
figure out the reason the color grade on two cameras was just a little off or when I had to deep 
dive into the archive to find b-roll for a Curriculum episode, and while I’d feel tired after work, 
as all humans do from time to time, I never felt dissatisfied or unmotivated. 



My motivation was also aided by the ability of everyone I worked with to provide me 
with constructive and actionable feedback. Having true mentors has been extremely important 
throughout my journey into the film industry and being in an environment where everyone had 
the desire and ability to fill that role for me was a true blessing. If I asked for feedback, help, 
suggestions, lessons, or even keyboard shortcuts I was always met with someone who was 
willing to provide as soon as they had the time to do so. Then, when I did get assistance it was 
always in a way that gave me the power to improve my work, or solve whatever problem I may 
have been having. Even when the task was taken off my hands, I was always provided with an 
explanation of what would be done, but most of the time we would discuss the next steps and put 
me back on track to continue my work. There was never a vague comment about my work 
“working” or “not working”, there was always reasoning and a few specifics that would lead me 
to actually making progress on a project and gaining a deeper understanding of my final 
objective. 

The amazing community I found at Augustine Institute Studios was another incredible 
benefit of this internship. My coworkers were incredibly welcoming and friendly and created a 
wonderful culture where we could talk intensely about our work but also in a casual way about 
our families, our hobbies, and often funny or cheesy Catholic jokes. The best example of this 
balance was found in our weekly Monday meeting. After a group prayer each one of us would 
get a chance to share what they did over the weekend and reconnect with the team before we 
then made sure that we knew what had to be accomplished that week and what each person’s 
roles and tasks would be. Furthering this sense of community was the Catholic workplace 
environment. I had never experienced the ability to conveniently attend mass before work, attend 
parish events with fellow interns, or even just openly talk about my faith at work until arriving at 
the Augustine Institute and to have my religion not just accepted but encouraged and 
strengthened through my work and my interactions with coworkers is something I will sorely 
miss when I return to school in the fall. 

Finally, when I review my performance I feel as though I was able to both utilize my 
strengths to be genuinely helpful to the team and to learn new things and advance my skills in 
ways that will have a lasting impact throughout my career. I was certainly most helpful in 
post-production where my ability is the strongest but even so I learned new techniques and 
undoubtedly improved my editing and color correction skills, and even learned some of the 
basics of After Effects through instruction from Jon Ervin and I intend to explore the program 
further. I was also able to aid in pre-production by making a new call sheet template as well as 
by creating multiple call sheets using that template. I feel that I have the most room for 
improvement when working on set, and that’s something I’m excited to improve upon in the next 
semester at school. While I know the basics there is much more to learn and I have a nervousness 
and unease when on set that I’m still working to overcome. More experience will undoubtedly 
help my confidence and abilities in this area. 



Overall, I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to participate in an internship 
program that provided me with hands-on experience that advanced my technical abilities, 
professional workplace skills, and Catholic faith. I’ve been able to grow this summer in an 
environment that welcomed me into an enthusiastic, hardworking community and that 
encouraged my growth. I would, without a doubt, recommend this internship to others despite 
being tempted to keep it to myself in the hope I can one day return. Working at Augustine 
Institute Studios was a blessing that I will never forget. 


